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Lot’s a happen’n
at BHA!

First, our Fur
Trade Exhibit is
the latest addition
to our museum
and it's the perfect
example of great things coming in small
packages. | absolutely LOVE it! Come in to
see it. | think you'll agree.

Our ever popular train display is
continuing to enlarge as Jeff, our train
genius, works to finish the City portion
to the lake. This couldn’t be done
originally as the exhibit was constructed
in Larry Reiten’s basement and the team
literally “hit the wall.” Kids love the train
“scavenger hunt” and get a wooden train
whistle when they finish!

The only sad note to our newsletter is
that we are losing a great Board Member
(and best friend!) as Marti Peterson has
resigned. After years of amazing work
as our Bookkeeper, the Office Assistant,
Researcher, Cataloger and much

more, she has decided to retire to her
neglected horses and her collection of
antique sleighs and buggies. She will be
dearly missed, but we understand and
wish her well.

Finally, and as always, thank you for your
support and helping us keep history alive!

Jerry

EXPERIENCE
THE FUR
TRADE ERA
AT BHA

The Bayfield Heritage
Association is excited to
unveil its newest exhibit,
The Great Lakes Fur Trade,
exploring the people,
objects, and traditions that
shaped northern Wisconsin
from the 1600s through the
early 1800s.

Visitors are welcomed by

a striking display featuring
® a fur trader’s outfit that
reflects the blend of
European and Indigenous clothing worn throughout the Great
Lakes region. Alongside the outfit is a mounted beaver—the
animal that fueled one of the largest economic enterprises in
North American history—and a beaver pelt and beaver-fur top
hat, illustrating how the demand for luxurious, waterproof felt
hats drove the international beaver trade for generations.

Through these artifacts and interpretive displays, this

new exhibit offers visitors a glimpse into the commerce,
craftsmanship, and cultural exchanges that helped shape the
history of the Great Lakes and the Bayfield region.

Thank you to Dan Wilczek for bringing this vision to life and to the
Patrice Trembley Collection for lending these fascinating artifacts.

For an interactive experience detailing this exhibit, please visit:
www.bayfieldheritage.org/exhibit-french-canadian-trapper-
winter-garb
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Old Maps &
Conversation:
A Discussion of
Canot du Nord

With Collector:
Willy Stern

Canot du Nord

Antique Northwoods Map Collection

7 \

P e

7:00PM @ BHA

Building Confidence,
Sharing History

On June 4th, BHA welcomed volunteers for docent
training, preparing them to share the stories and
treasures of our community with visitors. During
the training, new and returning docents learned
more about the important role they play in creating
meaningful experiences for guests.

A special focus of the training was the Bayfield
Model Railroad exhibit, where docents explored
the history behind this beloved display and learned
how it showcases Bayfield's transportation history,
local businesses, and the development of the
community. With new knowledge and enthusiasm,
our docents are ready to help visitors connect with
Bayfield's past and discover the stories that make
our history unique.

We are grateful for the dedication of our volunteers
who help bring Bayfield's heritage to life!

August 12, 2026

On August 12th we will explore the
fascinating maps that depicted the Great
Lakes during the 1600s-1800s. Through
Willy Stern’s remarkable collection,
discover the routes and surveying that
helped define the history of the region.
The first 50 attendees will receive a
free copy of Canot du Nord!

Register today, spots are limited:
https://forms.gle/MybNSVomNzxfhb919
or email trisha@bayfieldheritage.org

CELEBRATING
OUR INCREDIBLE
VOLUNTEERS'

BHA had a wonderful time celebrating our
amazing volunteers at our Volunteer Appreciation
Party on May 28. It was an evening filled with
great food, laughter, and gratitude as we
recognized the dedicated individuals whose

time and enthusiasm make everything we do
possible. Thank you to all of our volunteers for
your countless hours of service and for helping
preserve and share Bayfield's rich history. We
couldn’t do it without you!
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JOHN I\/IATTHEW BLACK LECTURE RE-CAPS

Unearthing R.D. Pike: New Stories, New Research
By Drake Pike and Vicki Tobias

Women of the Apostle
Islands

By Bob Mackreth

BHA was delighted to welcome
Bob Mackreth on May 17 for his
engaging presentation, Women of
the Apostles. The program drew
an excellent audience and was
met with enthusiastic interest

as Bob shared the remarkable
stories of the women whose lives
and contributions helped shape
the history of the Apostle Islands.
Thank you, Bob!

Watchthese

rams Online!

Youlan vtlew these and all of our programs online at bayfieldheritage.org/archives.
Simply go to BHA's website, www.bayfieldheritage.org, click ’/ARCHIVES’ in the navigation
bar and scroll down to the program of your choice, or use the search bar for more.

BHA was delighted to welcome Drake Pike
and Vicki Tobias for an engaging evening
exploring the remarkable history of the Pike
family and their contributions to Bayfield.

The program featured two fascinating

presentations. Vicki Tobias shared the story of R.D. Pike's father, Elisha
Pike, offering insights into the life and legacy of one of Bayfield's early
pioneering figures. Drake Pike (R.D. Pike's great-grandson) followed with
new research on R.D. Pike's early years, uncovering previously unknown
details about his Civil War service and extensive travel and experiences
that helped shape one of Bayfield’s most influential citizens.

Together, their presentations painted a richer picture of the Pike
family’s role in the development of Bayfield and sparked thoughtful
discussion among attendees. It was a wonderful opportunity to learn
from dedicated researchers whose passion for local history continues
to deepen our understanding of the people who helped build our
community.

We extend our sincere thanks to Drake Pike and Vicki Tobias for sharing
their knowledge and research, and to everyone who joined us for
another memorable evening celebrating Bayfield's history.

Thank you to the Apostle Islands Historic Preservation Conservancy for sponsoring the John Matthew Black
Programs and supporting the preservation of our local history. Find out more about AIHPC at www.aihpc.org.
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A Wonderful Weekend of
Calligraphy at BHA

What a wonderful weekend we had celebrating
the timeless art of calligraphy with Dr. Alicia
Peters, the grand-niece of renowned Bayfield
artist Leonard Anderson!

Participants enjoyed two engaging hands-

on workshops where Dr. Peters shared the
history of her great-uncle’s work as a talented
calligrapher while introducing the fundamentals
of traditional lettering and design. From
first-time beginners to those with previous
experience, everyone had the opportunity to
slow down, practice this beautiful historic art
form, and leave with their own calligraphy kit to
continue creating at home.

TEST YOUR
KNOWLEDGE

CELEBRATING
VOLUNTEERISM WITH
FRAN SWANSON

On June 17,
BHA was
honored to
present the
Jerry & Mary
Phillips Bayfield
Award for
Volunteerism
to Fran
Swanson in
recognition of
her outstanding
dedication to the Bayfield community.

We celebrated Fran's many years of service
through numerous organizations including the
Carnegie Library, Master Gardeners’ Group,
Wednesday Weeders, Encore, Civic League and
BHA. The evening was filled with heartfelt stories,
gratitude, and reflections on the importance of
her volunteerism in a vibrant community.

Thank you to everyone who joined us in honoring
Fran and celebrating the volunteers who make
our community such a special place.

Can you identify the significant events which impacted Bayfield in the
following years? 1. 1823, 2. 1872, 3. 1883, 4. 1909, 5. 1920, 6. 1970
Answer on Page 5
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From One Flag to Many

When the large American flag hanging from bringing their own American flags to line the bridge.

Bayfield's Iron Bridge was stolen just before BHA was proud to be part of this community effort
Independence Day, the loss was deeply felt by lending a historic Bayfield Flag (created and
throughout the community. Rather than allowing flown in 1858!) replica to the cause (circled above).
the act to diminish the holiday spirit and America’s The overwhelming response showed that when
250th Semiquincentennial, Bayfield residents one symbol was taken away, an entire community
responded with an inspiring display of unity by stepped forward to replace it with many more.

THE OLD BAYFIELD CITY JAIL CONTINUES TO DRAW CROWDS

One of Bayfield's most popular
historic attractions is the Old Bayfield
City Jail, welcoming more than 300
visitors each week during the summer
season.

Active in the early 1900s until the
Flood of ‘42, the Jail captured drunks,
disorderly scallywags, vagrants and
whiskey runners while more serious
criminals were escorted to the
Bayfield County jail in Washburn.

If you haven't visited yet, stop by and
discover why this little landmark has
become one of Bayfield’'s most talked-
about historic sites!

— QUlZ ANSWER from page 4
1. English Admiral Henry Woolsey Bayfield began his 3 year task of surveying Lake Superior.
2. The first public school building was erected.

3. The Omaha Railroad tracks came into Bayfield and the Island View Hotel opened.

4. The first City Dock was built.

5. Pureair Tuberculosis Sanatorium was built on the north end of Pikes Bay.

6. An act of Congress created the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore.
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FOUNTAIN GARDEN PARK WEATHERS THE STORM

A recent summer storm left its mark on Bayfield's beloved
Fountain Garden Park when a mature tree was brought
down by high winds. While it was sad to lose such a beautiful
part of the landscape, we are grateful that the park remains
a welcoming place for residents and visitors to enjoy.

The Bayfield Heritage Association would like to extend a
heartfelt thank you to our dedicated Wednesday Weeders,
whose ongoing care and commitment keep the gardens
looking their best throughout the season. Week after week,
these volunteers weed, plant, tidy, and nurture the park,
ensuring that Fountain Garden Park continues to be a
beautiful gathering place in the heart of Bayfield.

Thank you to our Wednesday Weeders:

Lois Albrecht Jim Homan Fran Swanson
Veronica Berg Cristina Lien Marilyn Van Sant
Sue Gerzina Trisha Miller

Peggy Goldberg Erica Peterson

Grateful for your Support

DONATIONS sINCE MARCH 3

GENERAL MEMORIALS & GRANTS
Lars & Mary Carlson RECOGNITIONS Mary Rice Designated Fund via
John & Sue Gerzina Gary, Kristin and Ryan Connell Boreal Waters Community
Janine Heffelfinger in memory of Jim Edwards
Ross Huelster John & Sue Gerzina in memory IN-KIND DONATIONS
ke erstrom of Jim Edwards INCLUDING TIME & TALENT
Dan Wilczek Martha Larson & Gerald Tony Jeannette
IN RESPONSE TO THE APPEAL z\éﬁfrzz in memory of Jim JAch-f Radosevich
John & Bette Demars Joel Moody & Beth Lane in L I:ggrit;;sjs
Louise Dobbe memory of David Moody P»; Goldber
Fatricia Evans Robert Zimmer in memory of DiagngeyZawisIakg
James A. Sebastian, M.D. & Betsy Iverson Zimmer \
Jacqulin V. Sebastian ?)L;(\e/if:isesrezglfe
John & Fran Swanson FOUNTAIN GARDEN PARK  Sandra Becker
Alan Voss Martha Larson in honor of Fran Mary Jo Fairbanks
Swanson Fran Swanson
Martha Larson in honor of Bill Jerry Phillips
BUSITIESS DONORS and Marilyn Van Sant Dick Radke

Road Scholars

Bayfield Heritage Association
30 N. Broad St, PO Box 137, Bayfield, Wi 54814 GG
AN | (715) 779-5958 | trisha@bayfieldheritage.org | www.bayfieldheritage.org | EIN#39-1307338

Mary Lou Irvine
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