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FALL 2025

BINGO! BHA’s 
Annual Fundraiser

Volunteer and 
Docent Training

Leonard Anderson Art Reception and 
outdoor painting with Dr. Alicia Peters

Volunteer Appreciation 
Party at Bate’s Bar

Wednesday Weeders 
and the new Fountain 
Park Brick Installation

Bob Durfey wins  
2024 Bayfield 
Volunteer of the 
Year Award
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Isaac Wing 
with Susan 
Mackreth
Sunday, 
January 18th 
2pm

Old Time 
Recreation 
in Bayfield
with Dennis 
McCann
Sunday, 
February 15th 
2pm

R.D. Pike’s
Beginnings
with Drake 
Pike and 
Vicki Tobias
Wednesday
July 22nd
7pm

Year in Pictures

Celebrating National 
Model Train Day

Superior, WI Middle 
School visits BHA

Clockwise from top: Dennis McCann speaks to a full-house on the inner workings of the Pureair 
Sanatorium. Dr. Alicia Peters delivering a presentation involving her grand-uncle, Leonard Anderson’s, 
life and watercolor techniques. Amorin Mello takes us through the routes and paper towns developed by 
area’s Native American habitants. Bob Nelson dives right into Bayfield’s waterfront history.

Upcoming John Matthew Black Programs in 2026

Incredible John Matthew 
Black Programs!
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November 2025

Dear Friends and Supporters of the Bayfield Heritage Association,

Reflecting on our 51st year, we are filled with gratitude—and excitement. Bayfield Heritage Association has 
shared the stories, pictures, records, and spirit that define our remarkable community. Thanks to your support, 
our mission to preserve, educate, and inspire continues to thrive. This year, we’ve built on the momentum of our 
50th anniversary with programs and milestones that bring Bayfield’s history to life, including:

• John Matthew Black Lecture Programming—featuring engaging speakers and thought-provoking
topics that explore our region’s past from the Chequamegon Bay’s indigenous peoples’ towns and trails
to the day-to-day life at the Pureair Sanatorium.

• The Leonard Anderson Art Opening—a fantastic introduction and programming to a local artist’s life
and beautiful collection depicting Bayfield and the Apostle Island’s past.

• BHA’s Museum Visitorship—through enhanced marketing and the addition of an outdoor exhibit, our
visitor numbers soared by an incredible 83%!

We’re inspired by what the next 50 years can bring. We continue to expand access to our archives across more 
digital platforms—ensuring Bayfield’s stories reach beyond our museum walls and across generations. More 
community events and historical exhibits with talks to expand space are on the horizon, all designed to keep 
Bayfield’s heritage vibrant and accessible for everyone. With your help, we will continue to keep history alive.

Your contribution makes all the difference. Enclosed is a return envelope for your gift, or you can give 
securely online at bayfieldheritage.org/support. Your generosity keeps our programs strong and our history 
shining bright.

Thank you for your ongoing belief in our mission and for being such an important part of Bayfield Heritage 
Association. We couldn’t do it without you!

Trisha Miller, Administrative Director 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jerry Phillips, President | Marilyn Van Sant, Vice President 
Ellen Hauser, Treasurer | Marti Peterson, Secretary
Sue Gerzina | Mary Jo Fairbanks | Dan Wilczek
Rose Melin, Bookkeeper 

Thank you!
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Grateful for your Support (July Forward)

1974 – Began as the Bayfield Historical Society.
1977 – Raised funds to save the Old Bayfield County 
Courthouse (currently the Apostle Islands National 
Park Service).
1985 – Commissioned the historic musical Riding the 
Wind, presented at Big Top Chautauqua.
1988 – Launched Bayfield Video Archives, interviews 
with Bayfield elders (now made available on our 
website).
1993 – Purchased property at 30 N. 
Broad Street, the site of the current 
museum and research center (and 
built in 2003).
1996 – Developed the Fountain 
Garden Park as the entrance to the 
city of Bayfield, once known as the “Fountain City”.
2010 – Won the Wisconsin Historical Society’s 
Museum Exhibit Award for The Bayfield Flood of 1942.
2011 – Pike Research Center established
2013 – Opened the Sand Islanders Exhibit.
2014 – Established the Jerry & Mary Phillips Bayfield 
Award for Volunteerism.
2015 – Opened Timberlands and Agricultural Exhibit.
2018 – Raised funds to restore and share the history of 
the Old Bayfield City Jail.
2021 – Received the Wisconsin Historical Society 
Public Program Award for reaching thousands 
through our online lectures and videos, expanding 
Bayfield’s history to audiences everywhere.
2023 – Opened the R.D. Pike exhibit, and celebrated 
R.D. Pike Day on August 23
2024 – Completed the Anishinabe Birchbark Canoe 
Exhibit

2024 – Acquired, framed and debuted the Leonard 
Anderson watercolor collection of Bayfield and the 
Apostle Islands as an exhibit
2024 - Received the 2024 Reuben Gold Thwaites 
Award and Celebrated Bayfield Heritage Association’s 
50th Anniversary:

The Thwaites Trophy, presented by the Wisconsin 
Historical Society, recognizes an affiliated 
historical organization for continued excellence 
and overall service to its community. BHA has 
demonstrated merit and success in collecting, 
preserving, and sharing local history since 1974 in 
Bayfield, WI—50 years!

BHA throughout the Years

Our Wisconsin Historical Society Flood of ‘42 Exhibit & 
Public Programming Awards and the Oscar of them all: 
the 2024 Reuben Gold Thwaites Trophy for Excellence 
in Local History.

DONATIONS
Alan & Barbara Voss
Bill & Marilyn Van Sant
Daniel & Elizabeth Wilczek
Dean Arnold
Karen Lauver
Mark & Erica Peterson - In response to the Annual Appeal
Mary & Lars Carlson
Mike & Kathy Spence
Peter Skrepicchuk
Rick Charboneau  - In response to the Annual Appeal
Road Scholars
Ross Huelster 
Solveig Hadlund (Joanne's Scandinavian Gifts)

MEMORIALS
Kenneth Dahl in memory of Alma, Carl, Mari, and Fred Dahl
Sandra & Jeff Paavola in memory of Barb Spencer

GRANTS
Apostle Islands Historical Preservation Conservancy
Larry Reiten — Continuing “Railroad Display” project
Wisconsin Historical Society & Wisconsin Council for Local 

History Mini Grant

SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL WHO ATTENDED OR HELPED 
MAKE BHA’S ANNUAL FUNDRAISING BINGO A 
SUCCESS! THANK YOU!
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