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From the 

Director
What an exciting 
and energizing spring it was! 
Everyone involved with BHA has 
been hard at work getting the 
Museum and the Old City Jail 
ready to open for the season 
and the Fountain Garden Park 
beautiful as ever. Our National 
Train Day Open House on May 10 
was a great way to kick things off 
and connect with the community 
around Bayfield’s railroad history. 
We’ve also had the pleasure of 
welcoming several Road Scholar 
groups, as it’s always inspiring to 
share Bayfield’s stories with such 
engaged visitors.

We’re especially excited to start 
a new digital project thanks to a 
mini grant from the Wisconsin 
Historical Society. This initiative 
will help make more of our local 
history accessible online—stay 
tuned for more updates. 

Enjoy the recaps and upcoming 
events in this newsletter and stop 
by the museum this summer, we 
are open Tues-Sat, 1-4pm.

-Trisha Miller,
Administrative Director

Wisconsin Historical Society 
Traveling Shipwreck Exhibit 
now at BHA

The panels highlight five notable 
wrecks around Wisconsin.

The Wisconsin Historical Society installed one of its traveling 
exhibits, We Live to Dive Right In: Wisconsin Shipwrecks, at the 
Bayfield Heritage Association. This captivating exhibit explores 
the rich maritime history beneath Wisconsin’s waters, and even 
features local wrecks including the Fedora, Lucerne, and Finn 
McCool. Come explore these wrecks of the past—now open for 
viewing in the BHA’s front lawn through September.
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Over 60 people gathered for Bob Nelson’s historical 
talk about Bayfield harbor’s beginnings on March 
30th. He highlighted dock construction and 
advancements that supported the fishing, lumber, 
and tourism industries and shipping traffic from 
when the Vaughn Dock was in existence north of 
Bayfield to the Reiten Boatyard area. Thank you 
so much to Bob for speaking and his extensive 
knowledge on this topic.

John Matthew Black Lecture Series

You can view these lectures online at bayfieldheritage.org/archives. Simply go to BHA’s 
website, (www.bayfieldheritage.org), click ‘ARCHIVES’ in the navigation bar and scroll down to 
the first two video images from the lectures above. Thank you so much to the Apostle Island 
Historic Preservation Conservancy for sponsoring these John Matthew Black Programs.

Amorin Mello’s lecture on April 17th, was also 
popular as he explored the Chequamegon Bay’s 
earlier history spanning from the 1700s to before 
the City of Washburn was founded in 1883. He 
highlighted ancient trails before roads and railways, 
ghost or ‘paper’ towns and 1854 Treaty Rights and 
politics. His expansive knowledge in this era shown 
bright and we are ever so grateful for him speaking 
for us. 

Bayfield Heritage Association was proud to debut the 
Leonard Anderson’s art collection on June 13th—and 
what a fantastic evening it was!

The event drew an enthusiastic crowd who came to 
celebrate Leonard’s vivid and evocative work, much of 
which reflects the beauty and spirit of Bayfield’s heritage. 
Guests enjoyed refreshments, great conversations, and 
the chance to meet Leonard’s descendants.

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who joined us and 
helped make the evening such a success. Thank you 
so much to the Apostle Island Historic Preservation 
Conservancy for your support in the preservation of this 
fine collection.

The Leonard Anderson Art Exhibit is now online! Go to 
bayfieldheritage.org, click “Exhibits”, click “Learn More” 
to view this collection’s virtual tour right from your 
computer. bayfieldheritage.org

Leonard Anderson Opening Art Reception 

BHA Re-Caps

http://www.bayfieldheritage.org
http://www.bayfieldheritage.org
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On May 29, the Bayfield Heritage Association 
(BHA) hosted its annual Volunteer Appreciation 
Party at Bates Art Bar, and the event was a great 
success. The 2024 season volunteers gathered 
to enjoy a beautiful dinner, celebrating their 
hard work and shared dedication to preserving 
Bayfield’s rich history. The vibrant atmosphere 

at Bates Art Bar, 
combined with 
refreshments and 

heartfelt recognition, made it a memorable night 
for all who attended.

The momentum continued into the next week 
with an informative docent training session. 
A highlight of the training included first aid 
instruction led by Anney Olson, ensuring that all 
docents are well-prepared for visitor safety.

Volunteers also had the opportunity to explore 
and learn about BHA’s exciting new exhibits, 
gaining valuable insights and context to share 
with guests. The combination of historical 
storytelling and hands-on training has set a strong 
tone for the summer season.

Come see us at the Museum:
Open Tues-Sat, 1-4pm (until Sept 20)
30 N Broad St., Bayfield WI

Who was the one casualty in the devastating Bayfield Flood of 1942?
Answer on page 4

Q U I Z

BHA Celebrates 
Volunteers and 
Launches a Strong 
Season

127 engraved bricks have been ordered for installation at the 
north entrance of Fountain Garden Park in Bayfield, WI. 

The bricks will be installed this July, forming a beautiful and 
lasting tribute by honoring loved ones, commemorating 
milestones, and reflecting the pride of our vibrant community.

To mark this meaningful addition to the park, all brick 
purchasers will be notified about the brick’s upcoming 
dedication ceremony. It will be a time to gather, reflect, and 
celebrate the contributions that help preserve Bayfield’s past. 

Fountain Garden Park 
Brick Update

http://www.bayfieldheritage.org


4www.bayfieldheritage.org

QUIZ ANSWER from page 3

On July 17, 1942 an epic flood 
occurred in Bayfield. It came 
without warning in the evening 
with 8.5 inches of rain falling 
during a 12 hour period. The 
sandy soil and 100 years of 
clear-cutting timber above 
the ravine were contributing 
factors. Harriet Johnson 
suggested the Turnquist 
Building located on Rittenhouse 
Avenue, just east of the now 
Rabbitt Gallery, was perhaps 

the single greatest loss. It 
housed the Brunner Drug 
Store, Johnson’s Food Shop, 
Lawrence Blanchard’s Law 
Office, Beulah Carlson’s Beauty 
Shop and the living quarters 
for the families of Ed Brunner, 
Norman Johnson and Grover 
Boutin. The single casualty 
of the entire flood was the 
Brunners’ pet cocker spaniel, 
Sandy, when the building 
collapsed and burned. The 

flood and resulting fires 
caused $750,000 in damages. 
That is $15,270,000 in today’s 
dollars.

SILENT MOORING 
Watercolor Legacy of 
Leonard Anderson with Dr. Alicia Peters 
July 16th, 2025 | 7pm at BHA
Dr. Alicia Peters will be delivering a presentation 
involving immersive research into her grand-
uncle’s work. Join us as she revisits his creative 
approaches, and reflects on how his artistic 
legacy depicts the rich heritage of Bayfield, 
Wisconsin and the Apostle Islands.

Upcoming Events

Paint Anderson’s Bayfield Scenes in Plein Air!
Join us in honoring the legacy of Leonard Anderson and paint with us! Let’s 
get those brushes wet and explore the timeless charm of Bayfield through an 
artist’s eyes. Most supplies provided.
FRIDAY, JULY 18TH AT 6:00 PM, Meet at BHA: 30 N BROAD ST, BAYFIELD, WI
We’ll walk to the docks to paint the very scenes Leonard once did.

http://www.bayfieldheritage.org
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Jerry and Mary Phillips Bayfield Award for 
Volunteerism Nomination Form 
Since 2014, this award has been administered through BHA and is presented annually to a worthy 
volunteer(s) who has given of their time and talents over an extended period of time to make a 
positive impact in the Bayfield community. 

Past honorees include: Jerry & Mary Phillips, Shirley Bodin, Dr. John Telford, Don Albrecht, Mary 
Hepner, Shirley Johnson, Bill Gover, Mary Rice, Bayfield Essential Workers, Nancy Bussey, Bob 
Nelson, Carolyn Sneed and Bob Durfey.

Do you know of a volunteer that has been passionate Bayfield community involvement? 
Submit your nominee below or online before October 1.
Name of Nominee______________________________________________________________________________________

Nominee’s Nonprofit, Volunteer & Community Activities: 

Reason for Nomination: 

Your Name_____________________________________________ Date_ _______________________________________

Please complete and return this form with any attachments by Oct 1, 2025:
Bayfield Heritage Association, P.O. Box 137, Bayfield WI 54814 
or e-mail back to: trisha@bayfieldheritage.org
Online Forms can be found at https://forms.gle/L8dU72JMsDHwBoVz5 (copy and paste link in web 
browser).

We’re excited to share that we’ve created a special 
plaque to honor recipients of the Volunteer of the 
Year award! This plaque, now proudly displayed at 
BHA, features the engraved names of past honorees 
who have gone above and beyond in service to our 
community.

If you know someone whose dedication and volunteer 
spirit have made a meaningful impact, we encourage 
you to nominate them and help us recognize their 
contributions in the form below by October 1.

Volunteer Award Plaque 
Now up at BHA 

http://www.bayfieldheritage.org
mailto:trisha@bayfieldheritage.org
https://forms.gle/L8dU72JMsDHwBoVz5
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Thank you!

Grateful for your Support
DONATIONS
Ann Mahan
Anonymous — Funding of the Volunteer 

Appreciation Party 
Cayth & Jim Brady 
Ellen & Jim Hauser Jr 
Jacqueline Schneider
John and Bette Demars 
Kristine Jensch
Lars & Mary Carlson 
Marta Loftfield 
Road Scholars
Ross Huelster 
Susan and John Gerzina in honor of 

Shirley Bodin 100th birthday

MEMORIALS
Barbara Larson – In Memory of Lars 

Erik (Art) Larson, Washburn High 
School Class of ’47 

Clifford Hadland – In Memory of Harvey 
Hadland 

Gary Connell – In Memory of Gary Russell 
Gerald Svoboda & Martha Larson – in 

Memory of Kathy Gangl and Gary 
Russell 

Louis Dobbe — In Memory of Thomas 
Trant

MUSEUM EXPANSION
Lin Pomeroy 

GRANTS
Apostle Islands Historical Preservation 

Conservancy
Boreal Waters Community Foundation 
Larry Reiten — Continuing “Railroad 

Display” project

SPECIAL THANKS TO THOSE 
WHO GAVE THEIR TIME AND TALENTS 
TOWARD A VIBRANT MUSEUM
​Alicia Peters and Andrea Swenson— 

Curation and install of Leonard 
Anderson Exhibit

Amorin Mello — JMB Lecture Series
Anney Olson, EMT — Docent First Aid 

Lecture
Bill Fairbanks
Bill Van Sant
Bob Nelson — JMB Lecture Series
Hauser’s Superior View Farm — Flowers
Jim Melin — Assist with furniture 

moving and Old City Jail time
Reginald Mallo — Interior Painting

Aidan Lee - Trek & Trail
Alan & Chana Chechik
Allen and Mary Jo Rabideaux
Apostle Islands Hist. Preservation Con.
Austin Miller Studio & Gallery
Beth Meyers
Bill & Marilyn Van Sant
Bill Lindberg
Bryce and Suz Thomson
Carol Sowl
Charles & Mary Finn
Cindy Arbiture
Curt Jensch
Dana Welch
Daniel & Marti Kay Peterson
David Sonstegard
David Swyers
Deborah Olin
Dianna and Rob Goodlet-Meijer
Earl & Laura Lima
Elizabeth Jolly
Ellen Troeltzsch
Erik Scott
Friends of the R.D. Pike Building Inc
Fritz & Ellen Hauser
Gerry Soucheray
Heidi M Nelson
Howard & Marlene Paap
Jacqulin V Sebastian
Jane Edwards
Japs, Janice & Holly Barcus
Jean Ludwigsen
Jean M Wahlquist
Jerry &  Mary Phillips
Jim & Cayth Brady
Jim and Joanne Collins
Jim Lindberg
Joanne's Scandinavian Gifts
Joel A Moody
John & Frances Swanson
John M & Susan Gerzina
John Moody
Joseph Kolars
Karen Newago
Keeper of the Light
Kerry Belanger
Kristin F Connell
Kristine Jensch
Kylie Vadnais

Larry Lindman
Larry MacDonald
Lee Post
Linda A Georgeson
Linda L Weber
Lindsay Wadd
Lisa Salden
Lois Ann Albrecht
Lori M. Schneider
Margaret Erickson
Mark Ludeking
Mark Ricker
Martha Larson
Mary Jo & William Fairbanks
Michael Sr. Berg - Garage Mahal  

Orchard
Mike and Kathy Spence
Patrick & Mary Louise Irvine
Paul A & Dianne C Nussbaum
Paula Sheehan
Peter & Diane Jones
Phebe Blackburn
R Drake Pike
Richard G Thompson
Richard Metcalfe
Roger & Sue Aiken
Ronald & Janice Haupert
Ronald Petersen
Sandra Becker
Sandra Brue
Sheldon Goldberg
Shelly Holland - Escape Excursions
Solveig Hadland
Susan Hedman
Suzanne C Beavliev-Bennick
Terry Degroot
Tom Moody
Tracy Christensen
Trisha Miller
VFW Memorial, Duwayne Soulier
William & Nancy Bussey

FOUNTAIN GARDEN BRICK PURCHASES

http://www.bayfieldheritage.org

