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Watercolor Legacy of Leonard 
Anderson to be on Exhibit June 2025
BHA is thrilled to have Leonard Anderson’s 
collection (graciously donated in 2024 by Clayton 
Greaves, a family member of Anderson) as an 
exhibit this summer. Anderson’s depictions of the 
Apostle Islands and the rich heritage of Bayfield, 
Wisconsin from the mid to late ‘90s will offer viewers 
a chance to experience the historical and natural 
beauty of this unique region through the eyes of this 
past local watercolor painter. 

Leonard Anderson (1913–2001) was connected 
to Lake Superior from the very start, where his 
Scandinavian roots ran as deep as the waters. 
With his father, Capt. John Anderson of Booth 
Fisheries, and mother, Mikala Tollefson, he grew up 
in Bayfield, WI, surrounded by the Apostle Islands 
and visited his family’s fishing camp on Rocky Island 
and South Twin with his Uncle and Auntie (Mikala’s 
sister) Benson often. In 1921, after relocating to 
Duluth, MN with his family, Leonard showcased 

his artistic talents in 
various school art 
competitions and 
yearbook committees. 
After serving in World 
War II, he pursued his passion for art at the Society 
of Arts and Crafts in Detroit and carried his talent 
into a successful career as Art Director for J. Walter 
Thompson Advertising Firm. Throughout his life, 
he visited his roots in Bayfield and the Apostle 
Islands (usually 
in a new 
Thunderbird!) 
whenever he 
could. Upon 
retiring in 1973, 
Leonard settled 
back into 
Duluth, where 
he continued to 
sketch, photograph, paint and catalog the water he 
had cherished all his life. When he passed away in 
2001, we believe his spirit returned—home at last, 
forever part of the waters that shaped him.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
-Friday, June 13th - Art Opening 5pm-7pm at BHA 
-Wednesday, July 16th - Leonard Anderson Lecture       	
  with Anderson’s grant-niece, Dr. Alicia Peters
-TBA Art-related events in July 2025!

CLICK HERE TO WATCH LEONARD’S 
TRIBUTE ONLINE:  

	 https://youtu.be/ysev6Oa4Ggc

The
WINTER 2025

Bayfield Courier

https://youtu.be/ysev6Oa4Ggc
http://www.bayfieldheritage.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bK9vQAlJoY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysev6Oa4Ggc
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Whether you are a year-round or 
a summer resident, BHA has the 
opportunity for you! We invite 
you to join a fun-loving group of 
individuals who enjoy Bayfield’s 
history at our free museum this 
upcoming summer.

Our Docent Orientation will 
be on Thursday, June 5th from 
10AM–12PM. Become familiar 
with sharing Bayfield’s history 
and guiding our visitors. We 
will wrap up the session with 
refreshments, treats and 
reconnecting with others.

With Spring around the corner, 
the Wednesday Weeders will be 

back taking care of the entrance 
park to Bayfield. Please join us as 
we gather in friendship and work 
on taking care of BHA’s special 
Fountain Garden Park. We meet 
in the park every Wednesday 
(weather permitting) from 8:30-
9:30AM. Coffee at a local business 
follows. Your help is needed 
and greatly appreciated. Garden 
gloves, an hour of your time and 
smiles are helpful. Join us!

For more info, please contact: 
trisha@bayfieldheritage.org or 
call 715-779-5958.

Bayfield Heritage Association Docents & 
Wednesday Weeders Invitation

Join Us!

Whose treasure was 
mentioned in a 1953 

issue of Better Homes 
and Gardens? 

Answer on page 4

QUIZ

Volunteer 
Appreciation 

Party!
WHAT

Taco Fiesta 
WHO

All past BHA Volunteers 
and Docents
WHEN 

Thursday, May 29th, 2025
WHERE

To Be Announced

Please RSVP to 
trisha@bayfieldheritage.org

DOCENT ORIENTATION: Thursday, June 5th from 10AM–12PM
MUSEUM HOURS: Tues-Sat, 1-4PM Create your own schedule!
WEDNESDAY WEEDERS: May 28 thru late September from 
8:30-9:30AM

mailto:trisha@bayfieldheritage.org
http://www.bayfieldheritage.org
mailto:trisha@bayfieldheritage.org
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Over 150 people gathered for Dennis McCann’s historical talk about the Pureair Sanatorium, on February 
16th. Additional commentary and Q&A came afterward as this topic touches home to so many who know, 
or used to know people who have spent much of their lives at this hospital. Thank you so much to Dennis 
for speaking and his extensive research on this topic and to the Apostle Island Historic Preservation 
Conservancy for sponsoring this John Matthew Black Program. 

You can view it online at bayfieldheritage.org/archives. Simply go to BHA’s website,  
(www.bayfieldheritage.org), click ‘ARCHIVES’ in the navigation bar and scroll down to the  
first video image labeled ‘JMB Program - Pureair Sanatorium’.

‘The Pureair Sanatorium’ Lecture Re-Cap

UPCOMING JOHN MATTHEW BLACK PROGRAMS

BAYFIELD – THE HARBOR CITY
HISTORIC WATERFRONT TO 1927
MARCH 30, 2PM AT BHA

SILENT MOORING: THE WATERCOLOR 
LEGACY OF LEONARD ANDERSON
JULY 16TH, 7PM AT BHA

Dr. Alicia Peters will be delivering a presentation 
involving immersive research into her grand-uncle’s 
work. Join us as she revisits his creative approaches, 
and reflects on how his artistic legacy depicts the 
rich heritage of Bayfield, Wisconsin and the Apostle 
Islands.

Join us as Bob Nelson explores the earlier evolution 
of Bayfield’s harbor, highlighting the construction 
(and deconstruction) of its docks and the 
infrastructure advancements that supported the 
fishing, lumber, and tourism industries and their 
shipping traffic.

http://www.bayfieldheritage.org
http://www.bayfieldheritage.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bK9vQAlJoY
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Volunteer Appreciation Party!

QUIZ ANSWER from page 2

Time has erased most facts, but 
he was known as “Wilson, the 
Hermit.”

Wilson was born in Canada to 
Scotch parents in 1792. He ran 
away from home at the age of 
17, deserting a young girl he 
was to have married. In later 
years he lived in LaPointe with 
fear being an unknown to him. 

His one good friend was a rifle. 
Weighing on him through the 
years were thoughts of his 
Canadian parents and the girl 
he was to have married. He 
made an arduous journey back 
to Canada to see them, but 
found his parents deceased and 
the former young girl married.  
Wilson’s parents left what 
property they had for him in the 

care of the local parish priest.  
It was a large sum of gold, said 
to be buried by him back on 
Hermit Island.

Wisconsin Historical Society Traveling 
Shipwreck Exhibit coming to BHA

_6_March 07, 2024

WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETYHISTORY WALKS History Walks
We Like to Dive Right In

As the Wisconsin Historical 
Society undergoes phase 3 
of their new construction in 
Madison, WI, they are offering 
temporary outdoor exhibits to 
museum affiliates. “We Like to 
Dive Right In” is scheduled to 
be displayed on the Bayfield 
Heritage Association’s outdoor 

area from July through 
September 2025. This outdoor 
exhibit invites visitors to 
explore Wisconsin’s rich 
maritime history by delving into 
the state’s submerged past. It 
sheds light on the numerous 
shipwrecks and maritime 
tales of Lake Superior and its 

surrounding regions. It even 
features the Finn McCool right 
here in Bayfield!

Come July, be sure to walk 
through this exhibit located at 
BHA on 30 North Broad Street 
in Bayfield, Wisconsin.

FEATURING 
THE FINN 
MCCOOL!

http://www.bayfieldheritage.org
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We have extended our brick order 
deadline to April 1! Don’t miss this 
opportunity to recognize someone or 
an organization you would like to honor. 
Engraved bricks can make great gifts 
for remembering a special occasion. 
Examples can be seen at the Park’s fountain 
surround. The new deadline for ordering 
is April 1, 2025. Print, fill out and send in 
the form below, or to order online, go to: 
donationbricks.com/bhafountain.

Last Call for Bricks!

Fill out the three lines above CLEARLY (up to 
14 characters, including spaces) and send this 

form and a $100 check payable to  
Bayfield Heritage Association to:

Bayfield Heritage Association (BHA)
P.O. Box 137

Bayfield, WI 54814

OR

Go to www.donationbricks.com/bhafountain  
to fill out your three lines and pay online.

http://www.donationbricks.com/bhafountain


Bayfield Heritage Association  
30 N. Broad St, PO Box 137, Bayfield, WI 54814	
(715) 779-5958 |info@bayfieldheritage.org| www.bayfieldheritage.org

Thank you!

Grateful for your Support
DONATIONS
IN RESPONSE TO ANNUAL APPEAL
Lois Albrecht
Terry & Heidi Anderson
Cindy Arbiture
Janet Bewley & David Saetre  

In honor of Jerry & Mary Phillips 
Jerome & Judy Bird
Phebe & Logan Blackburn
Eric Bonow
Demaris Brinton &  

Theron O’Connor
Jim Bryan & Dee Johnson
Kathryn Bugher
Lars & Mary Carlson
Rick Charboneau
Gayle Chatfield & Bill Bailey
Gerald & Susan DePerry
Bob Durfey & Ann Barthelemy
Jim Edwards
Dona Edwards
Mary Jo & William Fairbanks
Bill & Claudia Ferraro
Nancy Fey
Joel & Kathy Furda
Thomas Galazen & Ann 

Rosenquist
Linda Georgeson
John & Susan Gerzina
Lucretia Ghastin
Anna Hackman & Dave Morris
Dorothy Harris
Ronald & Janice Haupert
Tom & Janine Heffelfinger
Pamela Hockemeyer
David & Barbara Houser
Tyler Howell
Ross Huelster
Patrick & Mary Louise Irvine
Kathryn Jensen
Craig & Sharon Johnson
Joyce & Rolland Kiel
John & Margaret Klungness
Keith Koenning
Marilyn Korseberg

Jean Ludwigsen
Susan Mackreth
Judith & Tom Manley
Barbara McCann
Patrick McGranahan &  

Kelly Kotewa
Thomas Murtha &  

Stefanie Lenay
John & Laurel Niemeyer
Paul & Dianne Nussbaum
Howard & Marlene Paap
Ron and Diane Peterson
Dean Rau & Sarah Lund
Robin Russell
Gerald Svoboda &  

Martha Larson
Robert Schuning &  

Mary Ellen Stewart
Sue Ann & Ross Smith
Carolyn Sneed
Jay & Jennifer Snyder
Mike & Kathy Spence
Leo & Chris Stern
Margaret Sullivan
Richard Thompson
Alan & Barbara Voss
Jean Wahlquist
Charlotte Weber
Mary & Hampton Wilmot, Jr

BUSINESS DONORS
Artesian House
Keeper of the Light
Windseeker Realty

MEMORIALS
Anonymous in memory of  

Lars E Larson
Margaret Erickson in memory of 

Mary H Rice
Joseph & Michele Lippert
	 in memory of Chuck 

Ludwigsen
Heidi Nelson in memory of 

Barbara Pakkula

Robert & Susan Nelson in 
memory of Ben and Joan 
Brainard

Cheryl & Howard Patterson
	 in memory of Anna Ladd, 

Pureaire Sanatorium 
Employee

Larry Reiten in memory of  
Muriel Erickson

John Reque in memory of  
William G. Reque

Gerald Svoboda & Martha 
Larson in memory of  
Ron Lund

Marilyn and Bill Van Sant in 
memory of Muriel Erickson

Mary & Hampton Wilmot in 
memory of Capt. Billy and 
Noni Miller

FOUNTAIN GARDEN 
PARK

John & Susan Gerzina in 
memory of Tom & Barb 
Pakkala

Paul & Dianne Nussbaum
Marilyn and Bill Van Sant in 

memory of Barbara Pakkala

GRANTS
Apostle Islands Historic 

Preservation Conservancy
Lin Pomeroy

IN-KIND DONATIONS
INCLUDING TIME & TALENT
Tony Jeannette
Dana Johnson
Heidi Nelson
Jeff Radosevich

mailto:info%40bayfieldheritage.org?subject=
http://www.bayfieldheritage.org



