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We are pleased to announce this year’s Volunteer of the Year award 
winner: Nancy Bussey.  Nancy has called Bayfield home for over 40 
years, relocating from Madison with her husband and retired attorney 
Bill in 1978. They raised their two children - Mark and Carrie - here and 
established a local law pratice. A political science major who worked 
in the State Capitol, Nancy does not shy away from learning new skills 
and taking on leadership roles. Recruited by the late Harriet Johnson, 
Nancy joined the Bayfield Civic League where she served as President 
for several years and continues to be a member. In this role, Nancy was 
instrumental in establishing the tradition of fresh flower baskets and 
holiday evergreen decorations that continue to beautify downtown 
Bayfield to this day. This was just the beginning of her service.

Nancy left her mark in many other areas of our community. She was elected to the School 
Board where she served for over 10 years, two terms as President, helping to initiate a gifted 
and talented program in the Bayfield School, adding Advanced Placement classes to the 
high school curriculum, along with a Great Books program (training herself and others to lead 
this). She started the local Brownies and Girl Scouts chapters, and was a Bayfield Chamber 
Board Member for about a decade, serving as its President for a portion of this time. She was 
a member of the organizing committee for the annual Apple Blosson Run - a fundraiser for 
the Bayfield Carnegie Library, and chaired the Apple Festival Senior Social event for many 
years. After retiring from their family law practice, she began volunteering weekly at the 
Bayfield Maritime Museum during the summer season. She also serves on the Town of Bayfield 
Plan Commission, joining back in 2005 and currenting serving as Chair (since 2019), making 
important recommendations on the future of our area.

According to Nancy, “if you want a good [school, community, etc.] you have got to get 
involved!” She was honored to receive the award, recognizing that volunteering comes 
in different forms. Some prefer more direct service, while others, like her, chose to make a 
difference through local policies and decisions. In reflecting on the award, Nancy shared: “I 
love this area, my kids grew up here. You try to make a difference however you can and hope 
that, in the end, you are making a valuable contribution and leaving a lasting impact.”

This annual award program was established in 2014 by  an anonymous donor who wished 
to name it after the awards’ first recipients, Jerry and Mary Phillips. The award recognizes the 
valuable contributions volunteers are making in our community, inspiring others to service. 
Nancy joins the ranks of past award winners: Jerry & Mary Phillips, Dr. John Telford, Shirley Bodin, 
Don Albrecht, Mary Hepner, Shirley Johnson, Bill Gover, Mary Rice, and Bayfield Community 
Essential Workers. 

Please join us as we celebrate Nancy’s service on Sunday, September 19 at 1:00 pm (further 
details on page 5). 

Announcing the 2021 Jerry & Mary Phillips Bayfield Award for Volunteerism Recipient
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Gathering Virtually
Bob Nelson continued his history of Bayfield baseball series on 
July 12, focusing on 1903 - WWII. Using newspapers, photos and 
other archives from BHA’s collection, he painted a picture of 
what baseball meant to our community in the early 20th century 
and how the sport evolved, and even bridged countries. Did you 
know that our local baseball team traveled by ship to Japan to 
play internationally? Watch a recording of this program on our 
YouTube channel at: https://youtu.be/O61knECKAlw

BHA Recognized as a Statewide Leader in Public Programming

BHA has hosted our signature John Matthew Black Program Series for years, 
inviting community members to gather at the museum for education and 
fellowship. Our January and February 2020 programs followed this familiar 
format but, with the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in March, BHA was 
faced with either canceling the planned lectures, or launching them virtually.  
Thanks to COVID relief grant funding, ongoing support from the Apostle 

Islands Historic Preservation Conservancy, and our tech-savvy staff and volunteers, we have 
been able to offer successful online programs via Zoom for the past 16 months.

In light of this, Bayfield Heritage Association is honored to receive the 2021 Wisconsin Historical 
Society Board of Curators Award for Public Programs. Janet Seymour, WHS Outreach Director, 
writes: “The John Matthew Black Programs Series is an important community resource 
that now reaches an even broader audience to provide engaging historical and cultural 
perspectives from a variety of community voices.” Read the WHS press release here: https://
www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Article/CS16606. 

Congratulations to everyone who worked behind the scenes to make this possible, especially 
Megan Boyle, Marti Peterson (award nomination; accounts and office management), 
BIll Gover (coordinating installation of high speed internet; Zoom equipment and set-
up; software updates, etc.), Tony Jeannette (recording and producing our excellent 
videos), and our 2020 - 2021 JMB presenters & contributors: Susan Mackreth, Dan 
Wilczek, Bob Mackreth, Neil Howk, Tia Nelson (special guest), John Klungness, Bob Dahl, 
Dennis McCann, and Bob Nelson. We are so very grateful for all of your contributions!  

View our award-winning programs on YouTube: https://youtu.be/O61knECKAlw.

Our latest virtual exhibit is a 41-minute 
documentary style film bringing the 
epic July 1942 flood to life through first-
hand accounts, photographs, and news 
articles. On June 21, we hosted a live 
screening via Zoom. 

We plan to host a Grand Premiere event 
in 2022 to officially release the film. 
Following this premiere, it will be available 
online for all to see. Please stay tuned for 
further details.

Bayfield Food of 1942 - Virtual Screening

https://youtu.be/O61knECKAlw
https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Article/CS16606
https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Article/CS16606
https://youtu.be/O61knECKAlw
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The 25th Anniversary of Fountain Garden Park

COMING SOON! New Website & Virtual Museum Experience

We are excited to share our new and improved 
website with you! Follow us on Facebook or 
check our website www.bayfieldheritage.org 
later this month for the official release. 

Upgrades include: a 360 virtual experience of 
our museum’s upper level (lower level Bayfield 
Model Railroad exhibit to be added soon), 
enhanced content with embedded videos 
so you can learn more about our current 
exhibits, and a searchable database of our 
entire video collection, organized by topic. 
Our goal was to make BHA’s resources more 
readily accessible, and easy to find online. 

This project was made possible by a grant from the Duluth Superior Area Community 
Foundation’s COVID-19 Northwest Wisconsin Response Fund, and a special gift from Walt & Lin 
Pomeroy for the 3D camera equipment and software to create the 360 museum experience. 

In 1990 a parcel of undeveloped land located at Bayfield’s 
south entrance was purchased by Mary Rice and Jerry 
& Mary Phillips with a dream of converting the property 
to a park reflecting Bayfield’s 19th century reputation as 
the “Fountain City.”   After several years of work involving 
hundreds of volunteer hours, the donation of a historic 
fountain, in addition to a horse trough, a flag pole given by 
the Bayfield American Legion, and monetary support from 
the community, Fountain Garden Park was dedicated in 
September of 1996. 

The Park has been maintained over the years by the 
Wednesday Weeders, a group of volunteers from the 
Bayfield Heritage Association, who meet each Wednesday 
morning during the summer months to care for the plantings.  
The group recently completed a sale of memorial bricks 
which will surround the fountain base that was in need 
of repair and also to restore the fountain.  Thanks to the 
many supporters of this project, they were able to raise the 
necessary funds to complete the project and invite you to 
share in commemorating the restoration.

Please join us for a reception in the Park on Sunday, 
September 26 at 2 pm as we celebrate the 25th anniversary 
of the iconic Fountain Garden Park which continues to 
welcome all to Bayfield.

Thank you for supporting the 
Park’s restoration through your 
brick purchases!

Fountain Garden Park 
Restoration - Brick Donors

Lois Albrecht
Glenna Anderson
Anonymous
Apostle Islands Booksellers
Apostle Islands Historic 
   Preservation Conservancy
Suzie Arn, Apostle Islands 
    Realty
Don Baur
Bayfield Civic League
Bayfield Maritime Museum
Colleen Beagan
Douglas Berg
Edgar & Carol Betancourt
Jerome & Judy Bird
Steve Birenberg
Beta Bodin
Shirley Bodin 

Continued on page 4

http://www.bayfieldheritage.org 


Karen & Jeff Boutin
John & Megan Boyle
Jim & Cayth Brady
Jessie Bresette
Mark Bugher
Bill & Nancy Bussey
Kenneth & Alice Cadotte
Jaromy Carlson
Lars & Mary Carlson
Arnold & Patricia Carver
Rick & Darlene Charboneau
Gayle Chatfield & Bill Bailey 
Bradley Clary
Kristin & Gary Connell
Thomas & Barbara Correll
Mike & Bev Cyr
John & Bette Demars
DONALEE DESIGNS
Eckels Pottery
Jane & Sherman Edwards
Tim Edwards & Heidi Goehring
Walter & Dona Edwards
Dale Ellickson
Erickson Orchards
Margaret Erickson
Mary Jo & William Fairbanks
Mike Ferraro
Diane Fizell
Lisa Flemming
Claire Fliess
John & Susan Gerzina
Jill Goodrich
Mike & Marian Gorbutt
Richard & Marlys Graff
Ashley Gurnow
Becky Haller
Shirley Hanson
David & Ilona Harju
Ellen & Jim Hauser 
Jim Hebert
Susan Hedman
Jihinger Hilsendager
Virginia Hirsch
Grace Hogan & Lars Dukowitz
James Homann
Adrienne Inglis
Mary Lou & Patrick Irvine
Kristine Jensch 
Anna Johnson
Craig & Sharon Johnson

Janine Johnson 
John & Sharon Johnson
Peter & Diane Jones
Janice Kacvinsky
Karl Keeley
Mauricette Keeley
Jill Kennedy & Hunter Kmetz
Barbara Kernan
Joyce Clare Kiel
John & Margaret Klungness
Denny & Judy Kurschner
Ruby Larsen
Martha Larson
Keith Laszewski
Karen Lauver
Melinda Letnes
Steve Lewis & Elisa Voss
Don & Sallie Lightman
Andrew Long
Jill Loyd
Charles & Jean Ludwigsen
Mary Lynch
WInnie Mackey
Lynna Martin
Terry & Stevie Matier
Dennis & Barbara McCann
Scot McConnell
Patrick McGranahan & Kelly 	
	 Kotewa
Barbara McGraw
Bruce Minea
Jane & Jim Moeller
David & Yvonne Moody
Thomas Murtha
Heidi Nelson
Robert & Susan Nelson
Susan & Michael Nelson
Marilyn Nourse
Paul & Dianne Nussbaum
Deborah Olin 
Einar Olsen
Kristen Olsen
Michele Oschner
Oxygen Imagery & Design, 	
	 LLC
Sandy Paavola
Ronald Petersen
Dan & Marti Peterson
Mark & Erica Peterson
Jerry & Mary Phillips

Walt & Lin Pomeroy 
Dick Radke
Larry Reiten
Madelaine & David 
	 Rekemeyer
Barry & Deb Riese
Gordon & Mary Ringberg
Spencer & Judith Robnik
Janel & Rich Ryan
David Saetre & Janet Bewley
Kristen Sandstrom
Gretchen Schmidt
Joann Bodin Schmidt
Ed & Sheila Seim
Herman & Lucille Sense
Amy Sherrad
Craig Skaaden
Daniel Skenderian
Sue Ann & Ross Smith
Carolyn Sneed
Jay & Jennifer Snyder
David Sonstegard
Barbara Sorensen
Gina Soucheray
Mike & Kathy Spence
Marilyn & Mark Starkenberg
Janet & Harvey Sternat
Jane Strovers
John & Fran Swanson
John Swanson – Benjamin 	
	 Moore Matching
David Telford
John & Elizabeth Telford
Richard Thompson
Mary Tippett
Louise Trant Dobbe
Paul & Vicki Tribovich
Vydunas & Jenny Tumas
Bill & Marilyn Van Sant
Mary Van Sant
Jean Wahlquist
Charlotte Weber
Dan & Liz Wilczek
Hampton & Mary Wilmot
Karen Wing
Marilyn La Pointe Winterer
Robert Wood
Liz Woodworth & Jeff Kriner
Alan & Marilyn Youel
Robert Zimmer
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Fountain Garden Park Restoration - Brick Donors (continued)



JOIN THE SUPPORT! 
Donate securely through our website: 
bayfieldheritage.org/support.

Or mail a check, made out to the ‘Bayfield 
Heritage Association,’ to: PO Box 137, Bayfield, 
WI 54814.

General Donations: 

•	 John F. Boll
•	 Focus on Energy/Bayfield County Save to 	
	 Give Award
•	 Barbara McGraw & Steven Mosow
•	 Jerry & Mary Phillips
•	 Amazon Smile 
 
Museum Expansion - Capital Campaign: 

•	 HRK Group - Mary Hulings Rice 

Grants:
•	 Duluth Superior Area Community 			 
   	 Foundation, COVID-19 Northwest  
	 Wisconsin Response Fund: Developing our 	
	 Virtual Museum Online

Memorials: 
•	 Sarah Olson, 
		  In Memory of Donald Olson 

•	 Win Ryan Mackey,           
		  In Memory of Joe Hebert (son of  
		  Connie & Len) 

•	 In Memory of Joanne Hadland: 
     - Glenna Anderson
     - David & Yvonne Moody
     - Larry Reiten 
 

DONATIONS (May - July 2021)
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Email Opt-In

If you are receiving the Courier by U.S. mail, 
please note that it can be sent electronically 
if you so choose. Pease send us an email 
at: bhatreas@gmail.com to update your 
preference.  

Bayfield Heritage Association, 30 N. Broad Street, PO Box 137, Bayfield, WI 54814	
(715) 779-5958 | bayfieldheritageED@gmail.com | www.bayfieldheritage.org

 

         Upcoming Events

•	Sunday, September 19, 1:00 pm 
   Volunteer of the Year Award Reception
   Bayfield Heritage Association
   30 N. Broad Street, Bayfield

•	Sunday, September 26, 2:00 pm 
   Restoration & 25th Anniversary Celebration
   Fountain Garden Park 
   Corner of Hwy 13 & 9th Street, Bayfield

In-Kind Donations:

Thank you to Virginia Hirsch who donated 
copies of her Ghosts and Legends of Old 
Bayfield CD for sale in our museum. 

New Museum Donation: 

Thank you to Robert Stark for donating the old 
Bayfield Express Office safe from the McCarty 
Estate to BHA. Thank you also to the Bayfield 
Lumber Company and John Duchaine for 
helping us move this (heavy!) piece to BHA. 

The 1870’s-era ornate iron safe is currently on 
display on our lower level as part of the Bayfield 
Model Railroad exhibit (pictured below).

mailto:bhatreas%40gmail.com?subject=Opt%20In%20Email
https://www.facebook.com/bayfieldheritage
https://www.instagram.com/bayfieldheritage/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUajbUFQdhjLHUrKMgefW4w?sub_confirmation=1
mailto:bayfieldheritageED%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.bayfieldheritage.org

