
Behind the scenes, our board members are 
actively planning for new museum exhibits, 
acquiring new & valuable historic pieces like 
the USS Bayfield Flag and other local artifacts, 
and envisioning the future of our museum. 

We are grateful for your unwavering support 
and appreciate your consideration as BHA 
launches its annual fundraising appeal this 
month, asking you to contribute to our mission-
based work for the coming year.

Next month, I invite you to join us (virtually) 
for our Annual Meeting & Celebration. Please 
mark your calendar and watch for a separate 
email invitation coming your way soon. At 
this online event, you will view snapshots of 
our latest educational programs and virtual 
exhibits, hear highlights from the year, and get 
a sneak peek on plans for 2021. Its a chance 
to come together as a community, to mark 
the accomplishments of the past year, and 
to build momentum for what’s to come. We 
hope that you can join us!

Annual Meeting & Celebration:

Tuesday, December 15, 5:00 PM CST

Zoom meeting link: https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/87634018232 

Board of Directors: Jerry Phillips (President), Marilyn Van Sant (Vice President), Marti Peterson (Treasurer), 
Sue Gerzina (Secretary), Karen Boutin, Kristin Connell, Bill Gover, John Hanson, John Klungness, Robert 
Nelson, Dan Wilczek | Executive Director: Megan Boyle

The Bayfield Courier
Fall 2020 Edition

Director’s Update
2020 has certainly been one 
for the history books. We 
are all forever changed by 
the experiences of this past 
year, the Bayfield Heritage 
Association included. Our 
operations and programming 
have shifted almost entirely 
online for the time being.

Gathering Virtually

The Islander: Coming of Age In the Apostle Islands
Bob Dahl, Author and Guest Speaker
October 2020
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The CCC & Reforestry of Bayfield’s Cutover
John Klungness, BHA Board Member
September 2020

Shipwrecks & Stories of Wisconsin’s South Shore
Bob Nelson, BHA Board Member
October 2020 for Rural Virtual Academy K-12

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87634018232
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87634018232
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Sand Island’s Shaw Point Added to the National Historic Register 
By: Bob Mackreth

The settlement’s name tells of the island’s first Euro-American settler, Civil War veteran Frank 
Shaw, who set up a seasonal fish camp at Sand Island’s southeastern tip in 1870, then later 
established permanent residence. His farmstead had already been recognized as a signif-
icant site by an individual listing on the National Register, but establishment of the historic 
district places the Shaw farm and surrounding sites into context as part of a community that 
survives to this day. Other notable resources within the 30-acre district include one of north-
ern Wisconsin’s earliest tourist resorts, Camp Stella, founded in 1886 by former Wisconsin Lieut. 
Gov. Sam Fifield; the 1909 Campbell-Jensch house; and the Sevona Memorial Cottage, built 
from the hatch covers of the freighter that sank off the island in 1905.

National Register Historic District designation enhances protection for these sites, which are 
publicly owned and located within the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore. It provides the 
National Park Service with guidance for management of the complex, ensuring that all 
management actions involving the properties meet stringent preservation requirements. The 
rigorous nomination process, requiring seven years from start to finish, represents a new era in 
public and private partnership involving the NPS, the nonprofit Apostle Islands Historic Pres-
ervation Conservancy, and the island families themselves. The nomination, prepared for the 
AIHPC by a Minneapolis consulting firm, included a detailed survey of the settlement’s land-
scape and architectural features, along with historical analysis of the settlement’s historic 
significance. Critical to the effort’s success was the integrity of the well-preserved properties 
within the district.

The buildings and grounds within the district are still privately occupied by members of the 
historic island families under terms of life leases arranged when the National Lakeshore was 
established, but the designation has opened avenues for expanded public access in the 
form of guided tours. The first public tour had been planned for the summer of 2020, but was 
postponed until next year due to the COVID- 19 pandemic. 

Across a two-mile channel from mainland Wis-
consin’s northernmost tip, the small settlement 
of Shaw Point on Sand Island seems to float like 
a mirage on the horizon. A closer approach by 
kayak or pleasure boat reveals a cluster of cab-
ins, docks, and farm and fishery buildings that 
comprise the living legacy of a unique island 
community. In July of this year, the historic signif-
icance of the settlement was given official rec-
ognition with the listing of the Shaw Point Historic 
District on the National Register of Historic Places.

Anna Mae Hill & Margaret Shaw in front of Shaw Point 
Post Office (c. 1890-1900)

https://www.facebook.com/bayfieldheritage
https://www.instagram.com/bayfieldheritage/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUajbUFQdhjLHUrKMgefW4w?sub_confirmation=1
mailto:bayfieldheritageED%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.bayfieldheritage.org
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One of Bayfield’s premiere Movers & Shakers: a commercial fisherman, an 
orchard and strawberry farmer; Walter James “Jimmy/Jim” Erickson, died 
at his apple orchard home in Bayfield on Sunday, October 4, 2020.

Jim was active in the Bayfield Heritage Association and the Bayfield Mari-
time Museum. He was a member of the Bayfield Fire Department, a repre-
sentative on the Town of Bayfield Supervisors, a member of the Commercial 
Fishing Association, Bayfield Trolling Association, Fruit Growers Association, 
and Bayfield Chamber of Commerce. He was an active member of Bay-
field Holy Family Church and Holy Family Cemetery Board.

Bayfield Heritage Association, 30 N. Broad Street, PO Box 137, Bayfield, WI 54814	
(715) 779-5958 | bayfieldheritageED@gmail.com | www.bayfieldheritage.org

The three-time Apple Festival parade Grand Marshall, Jim was enormously proud of being a 
founding father of the Bayfield Apple Festival; how fitting that he passed on the 59th anniver-
sary of this world-renowned festival that he envisioned and fostered since 1962. 

To say that Jim is one of a kind with the mold thrown away is an understatement. Latter days 
spent fishing with him outside Bear Island fishing herring and chubs and in the Apostle Islands 
of Lake Superior fishing trout and whitefish offered quality time to learn of fishermen past. In 
his orchard and berry operations as a six year old, will always flash brightly as highlights in my 
life. Jim’s laughter and wit were infectious, his work ethic and business skills second to none 
and his dedication to community set him far above the standard. Bayfield and the greater 
Chequamegon community will dearly miss our old friend and heralded ambassador to the 
world. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Nelson

In Loving Memory of Jim Erickson

Gathering Virtually (continued from page 1)

Thank you for tuning into our Zoom programs over the past several months! Since March, 
BHA has proudly hosted seven virtual programs and we look forward to offering monthly 
virtual programs through the coming winter months. We invite you to watch video recordings 
of past programs on our website under ‘Past Programs’ or on our YouTube channel.

Below is our 2021 John Matthew Black virtual line-up to date. Check our website for further 
details and join us from the comfort of your own home! 

•	 January: WWII German Prisoners of War in Bayfield with guest speaker Dennis McCann
•	 February: A Stroll Back in Time, Part 4 with Dan Wilczek
•	 March: The Bayfield Flood of 1942 Docu-Exhibit Release
•	 April: Ace Fireballers: Bayfield Baseball 1878-1940 with Bob Nelson
•	 ​TBD: Historic Fish Camps and Buildings of the Apostle Islands with Bob Nelson

https://www.facebook.com/bayfieldheritage
https://www.instagram.com/bayfieldheritage/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUajbUFQdhjLHUrKMgefW4w?sub_confirmation=1
mailto:bayfieldheritageED%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.bayfieldheritage.org
http://www.bayfieldheritage.org/past-programs.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUajbUFQdhjLHUrKMgefW4w?sub_confirmation=1


General Donations
Bayfield on the Lake Condo Association
Bob Cowdrick
Mary Jo & William Fairbanks
John & Susan Gerzina
Tyler Hall
David & Jane Long
Craig & Julie Olson
Walt & Lin Pomeroy
Larry Reiten
Mary H. Rice Foundation
Rural Virtual Academy
Ed & Sheila Seim
Fred Wahlquist 

Memorials to Scott Hale
Kathie & Bill Bernico
Robert & Susan Nelson
Charlotte Weber

Memorials to Marilyn Larsen
Heidi Nelson
John & Susan Gerzina

Memorials to James Erickson
Martha & Fred Bresler
WIlliam & Nancy Bussey
Al Weborg & Avis Evenson
Solveig Hadland
Jeff Haiden
John L. Hanson
Shirley Hanson
Mark & Penelope Johnson
Peter & Diane Jones
Steve Lewis & Elisa Voss
David & Yvonne Moody
Heidi Nelson
Robert & Susan Nelson
Sandra Paavola
Dan & Marti Peterson
Kathy & Michael Radtke
Larry Reiten
Mary H. Rice
James & Jacqulin Sebastian
Ellen M. Simon
Lois Van Nevel
Jacqueline Vander Venter
Mark & Susan Van Vlack
Susan Chape Wangen

Other Memorials
Paula Johnson Sheehan       
	 In Memory of Shirley Johnson
Richard G. Thompson		
	 In Memory of Jerry & Donna Wegleitner

Grants
•	COVID-19 Northwest Wisconsin Response 	
	 Fund of the Duluth Superior Area 			 
	 Community Foundation ($3,050) 

•	Apostle Islands Historic Preservation 		
	 Conservancy ($352) 

•	Town of Bayfield ($1,500)
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Sarah Olson			
	 In Memory of Donald E Olson 

Bayfield Model Railroad 
Larry Reiten	

Fountain Garden Park 
John & Susan Gerzina
Marilyn & Bill Van Sant  
	 In Memory of Jim Erickson

	 $50           			   $250     
                
	 $100	     	           Other: $    

	   This gift is in Memory | Honor of: 

Annual Appeal 

Last fall, your generous contributions 
provided $24,000 in essential operating 
funds for BHA. Thank you! 

As 2020 winds down, we are asking once 
again for your support to bolster our 
mission-based activities in the coming year. 

Please watch for a letter in the mail or 
your email inbox in the coming weeks. We 
thank you in advance for your generosity.

You can also donate securely, at any time, 
through our website: bayfieldheritage.org/
support.

Or mail a check, made out to the ‘Bayfield 
Heritage Association,’ to: PO Box 137, 
Bayfield, WI 54814.

Thank you for your generous support!

http://www.bayfieldheritage.org/support.html
http://www.bayfieldheritage.org/support.html

