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This trophy, and the honor 
that goes with it, is the “Oscar” 
for Wisconsin’s local history 
associations. There are over 400 
various associations in the state, 
all working to showcase their 
work of collecting, preserving 
and exhibiting the stories of their 
respective communities. Many of 
these have museums and staff, 
with exemplary programs.
In the fifty years since the 
beginning of BHA, I have long 
dreamed of our one day “bringing 
home the trophy.” I read the 
stories of past nominees and 
winners with the hope of finding 
the keys of the most successful 
groups and putting together the 
winning proposal that would bring 
that award home.

In the meantime, BHA has 
never ceased to be the kind of 
association we could always be 
proud of. From developing a 
committed and qualified Board 
and staff, creating permanent 
and Revolving exhibits, using 
the latest online software and 

materials, encouraging high 
quality programs and maintaining 
high standards for our collections. 

Then, on the year of our 50th 
anniversary, Marilyn Van Sant 
wrote the proposal that did the 
unbelievable. The RGT Award 
committee agreed that her 
proposal hit the mark and BHA 
was the outstanding association 
of the year! We will be accepting 
the Reuben Gold Thwaites Trophy 
for Local History presented by 
Christian Overland, Executive 
Director of the Wisconsin 
Historical Society Association at 
the 50th Anniversary Community 
Open House on Friday, Sept 
27th at 6PM at BHA (30 N Broad, 
Bayfield). Join us!

Thank you, Marilyn, and all those 
folks who have worked through 
the years to make BHA special—
special enough to bring home the 
RGT Award and Trophy!

This is a day to remember!

-Jerry Phillips

IN THIS ISSUE
2

50th Anniversary  
Fundraiser Re-cap

3
Bricks at Fountain Park

4
Meet the new  

Administrative Director

6
Award for Volunteerism



2www.bayfieldheritage.org

QUIZ          Can you name some Hills of Bayfield and how they got that name? Answer on page 5

50th Anniversary Fundraiser Re-Cap

Such a great time was had by 80+ who gathered at 
the Lakeshore Drive home of Bill and Marilyn Van 
Sant on Saturday, June 29th to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of BHA. The night included delicious 
food, beverages and a raffle with wonderful prizes 
along with the music of Severin Behnin. Raffle 
prizes included tickets to a Packers/Lions game in 
November, a watercolor by Howard Sievertson, 
a twin size handmade quilt, a two-night stay at 
the Queen’s View, dinner at the Rittenhouse Inn, 
several wine/liquor baskets, Chamber Dollars, gift 

card package from local businesses which totaled 
over $300, etc. Our thanks to all who contributed 
food, beverages, raffle items, and a special thanks 
to our loyal BHA supporters who made this event 
a success. 
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BHA is offering another opportunity for the purchase of engraved bricks which will form the walkway into 
the Park from Old Military Road. Don’t miss this opportunity to recognize someone or an organization 
you would like to honor. Engraved bricks can make great birthday and holiday gifts or remembering a 
special occasion. Examples can be seen at the Park’s fountain surround. The deadline for ordering is 
January 15th, 2025. To order online, go to: donationbricks.com/bhafountain or see attached form to fill 
out and send in.

Volunteer at the 
Fountain Garden 
Park 

Bricks for Fountain Garden 
Park at Hwy 13 & 9th Street

For over 25 years, this beautiful 
Park has been welcoming locals and 
visitors to Bayfield. It is currently 
maintained by a group of volunteers, 
the Wednesday Weeders, who 
meet from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. each 
Wednesday from late May to late 
September and who keep the park 
looking good with light weeding and 
trimming. A coffee hour follows. If 
you would like to join the group, stop 
by any Wednesday. No experience 
or tools necessary. Garden gloves 
suggested. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Join us at BHA (30 North Broad Street, Bayfield, WI) to celebrate 
our 50th anniversary on Sept 27th! (Note the date change from 
Sept 18.) There will be food, beverages, and an opportunity to 
see our fantastic new exhibits including the Anishinaabe Birch 
Bark Canoe. We will also be accepting the Reuben Gold Thwaites 
Trophy for Local History presented by Christian Overland, 
Executive Director of the Wisconsin Historical Society Association. 
Join us for fun, history, and community. See you there!

Join us on Wednesday, August 14 
as Bob Dahl will talk about the 
life and times on Sand Island 
covering the years from roughly 
1955 – 1965. Bob’s talks are always packed with 
great stories and images!
The Bayfield Heritage Association’s John Matthew Black Program 
Series is generously sponsored by the Apostle Islands Historic 
Preservation Conservancy.

Meet our New  
Administrative 
Director!
Originally from Bayfield, 
WI and 5th generation 
area resident, we welcome 
Trisha Miller as the new 
Administrative Director here at 
BHA. Formally an Art Director 
for several national magazines 
and Creative Lead for one 
of the world’s largest sports 
organizations, she brings 
mission awareness, brand 
management and marketing 
strategy to the organization. 
Most recently, she has helped 
the Chequamegon Bay Arts 
Council increase fundraising 
efforts and social media 
engagement. Her expert 
technological knowledge 
coupled with her passion for 
Bayfield’s history make her a 
perfect fit. 

When Trisha isn’t at BHA, 
you will find her painting at 
her studio at the Ghost Ship 
Gallery, kayaking the sea caves 
in her home-built wooden 
kayak or walking her dog Pip.

New Date!
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Since 2014, this prestigious award has honored those in our community who 
have volunteered their time and talents to make a positive impact in the 
Bayfield community. Please use the form attached  (or go to https://forms.gle/
dsoPsvD9ZAWqzPxT7 online) to nominate someone you feel should be considered. 
Nominations will be accepted until September 15th, 2024.

Jerry and Mary Phillips Bayfield Award 
for Volunteerism Call for Nominees

Nearly 70 people gathered for Mary Carlson’s 
informative talk about “ William Dalrymple and the 
Bayfield Transfer”, on July 10th. You can view this 
well received lecture online at bayfieldheritage.org/
archives.

‘William Dalrymple and the 
Bayfield Transfer’ Lecture Re-Cap

Swede Hill - The homes on 6th, 7th, 8th & 9th 
Streets were populated by a Protestant group 
of residents who were of Scandinavian descent, 
working as commercial fishermen or in the 
lumber mills.

Catholic Hill (above) -  The property up from the 
Bank in town, north and east to the City limits was 
named because of all the Catholic property. This 
included the Catholic Church, the Priest’s house, 
the Elementary School and the Convent which was 
looked after by the Sisters of St. Francis.

Cooper Hill - This central area of Bayfield was most 
likely named after Mr. James Cooper who lived 
there with his family.  Mr. Cooper was Principal of 
Bayfield Schools.

Salmo Hill (above) - This hill took the name of the 
area where the Fish Hatchery was and is located 
and where once a small railroad station stood.

Several other hills worth mentioning are Settlement 
Hill, Sand River Hill and most recently, Ski Hill.

QUIZ ANSWER  
(from page 2)

Winter view of Catholic Hill around 1920
Railway Depot at Fish Hatchery (Salmo Hill in 
background)



JERRY & MARY PHILLIPS BAYFIELD AWARD FOR VOLUNTEERISM 

Nomination Form 

Since 2014, this award has been administered through BHA and is presented annually 
to a worthy volunteer(s) who has given of their time and talents over an extended 
period of time to make a positive impact in the Bayfield community. 

Past honorees include:  Jerry & Mary Phillips, Shirley Bodin, Dr. John Telford, Don 
Albrecht, Mary Hepner, Shirley Johnson, Bill Gover, Mary Rice, Bayfield Essential 
Workers, Nancy Bussey, Bob Nelson & Carolyn Sneed. 

Name of Nominee  __________________________________________________________ 
Nominee’s Nonprofit, Volunteer & Community Activities: 

Reason for Nomination: 

Submitted by: ______________________________ Date: ___________________ 
Please complete and return this form by September 15, 2024
Bayfield Heritage Association, P. O. Box 137, Bayfield WI  54814 or 
e-mail: trisha@bayfieldheritage.org

Jerry and Mary Phillips 
Bayfield Award for Volunteerism 
Nomination Form 



www.donationbricks.com/bhafountain



Grateful for your Support!
GENERAL DONATIONS:
Cindy Arbiture
Ross Huelster
Craig Mealman
PayPal Giving Fund

MEMORIALS
All in Memory of Dr. David Moody:
John Moody
Yvonne Moody and Family
Carolyn Sneed
Harvey & Janet Sternat
Janet Stockhausen
Marilyn Lapointe-Winterer
Daniel & Elizabeth Wilczek
Heidi Nelson
Gary & Kristin Connell

GRANTS
Bayfield Model Railroad Endowment
      -Anonymous
Capital Campaign Expansion Fund
    -Lin Pomeroy
Duluth Superior Area Community 
Foundation
      -Mary Rice Designated Fund

SPECIAL THANKS TO THOSE 
WHO GAVE THEIR TIME 
AND TALENTS and IN-KIND 
DONATIONS

Lois Albrecht
Cindy Arbiture 
-Museum Professional 
Services
Sandra Becker
Kristin Connell 
Marvin Defoe
Tim Edwards
Bill Fairbanks
Mary Jo Fairbanks
Sue Gerzina
Peggy Goldberg
Ellen Hauser
Fritz Hauser
Mary Lou Irvine
Craig Mealman
Tony Jeannette
Robert Kelly Tree Care

John Klungness
Meg Klungness
Susan Mackreth
Mike Miller
Heidi Nelson
Marti Peterson
Jerry Phillips
Dick Radke
Jeff Radosevich
Jeff Rennicke
Kathy Spence
Mike Spence
Fran Swanson
Bill Van Sant
Marilyn Van Sant   
Jim Webster
Dan Wilczek 

Bayfield Heritage Association  
30 N. Broad St, PO Box 137, Bayfield, WI 54814	
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