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OTHER GOLDEN YEAR EVENTS

      BHA Celebrates 50 Years! 
2024 marks a special year for BHA - the 50th
Anniversary of an organization which began in
1974 as the Bayfield Historical Society.
 
We will celebrate the occasion with a fundraiser at
the lakeshore home of Bill and Marilyn Van Sant.
All proceeds will support BHA operations so that
we can continue to collect, preserve and present
the history of Bayfield and the surrounding area. 

Saturday, June 29 6 - 8 pm 
85050 Lakeshore Drive, Bayfield 
$100/person
 
Reserve your tickets by calling BHA at 
715-779-5958 / or e-mail bhatreas@gmail.com 

Your History. Your Community. Your Museum!  
All are invited to a BHA Open House on Wednesday Sept 18th from 6 - 8 pm to celebrate
this special 50th Anniversary Year. New exhibits include the Life of Civil War Calvaryman and
Bayfield Entrepreneur Capt. Robinson Derling Pike, Riders of the Storm featuring paintings
and stories of Lake Superior ships by Bob Nelson, an Anishinnabe birch bark canoe
built by Marvin Defoe and our lower level installation of the Bayfield 
Model Railroad. Refreshments will be served and free to all! 

Engraved Bricks Sale - BHA is offering another opportunity to purchase 
engraved bricks to be laid at the Old Military Road entrance to Fountain Garden 
Park at HWY 13 & 9th Street. Bricks are once again available at $100.00 and will be installed
in Spring of 2025. This is an opportunity to recognize or honor loved ones, local non-profits or
businesses. Check the BHA website or stop by BHA after museum opens June 18th to pick
up ordering information.

BHA will have a table at the Bayfield Pavilion May 31st, during Larry Meiller’s “Garden
Talk” WPR radio show. From 10:30 - 1:00 pm., stop by and say hello! 

Bringing History to Life Since 1974

mailto:bhatreas@gmail.com


TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE
Can you name some sounds of

yesteryear in and around Bayfield?

A huge thank you goes out to both those who
present, and those who attend our winter JMB
Series! Videos of most programs can be
viewed online from our websitem A thank you
goes out to the Apostle Islands Historic
Preservation Conservancy for sponsoring these
excellent programs! 

Christ Episcopal Church is
on the National Register of
Historic Places. The chapel
traces its beginnings to
1856, with the nave being
erected in 1870. The Church
which displays its Carpenter
Gothic style, an iconic

John Matthew Black Lecture Series Recap

In March BHA hosted “The House That
Sank” given by Sherm and Jane Edwards.
Their entertaining program showcased the
house sinking slowly in Lake Superior in
March of 1977. Sherm’s diving efforts
produced a wall painting and plate from the
watery grave, items which were also shown
to the audience. 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

worship chapel, Tiffany-type stained glass
windows and the Gardens with its native
plantings are open to all visitors.  The Church
has begun to document its past and is reaching
out to the community for any information,
recollections or individuals associated with the
Church.  Please contact Christ Church at ‭(715)
779-3401‬ to share any knowledge or leads you
might have!

 purchased  the “General Fuller” house in August
that year; and in the summer of 1971 we joined
as Charter members of BHS - the Bayfield
Historical Society - the local history association
founded under the umbrella of the Bayfield
County Historical Society.  Since Mary and I
were still living in Madison until 1976, we could
not be as involved in BHS as we might have
wished.
This all changed some years later with our
interest in saving the Old Bayfield County
Courthouse - and in finding both the path to buy
the property, maintain, and develop an
appropriate use for it. 
At this point, folks like local historian Marjorie
Benton became regular visitors at our Old
Rittenhouse Inn. Her eloquent persuasion
regarding the potential loss of the Courthouse on
one hand, and the opportunity to save, restore
and use this venerable building on the other,
garnered Mary’s and my support.  
So began the dream that happily ended with the
lease of the Courthouse to the National Park
Service (NPS.)  In between the vision and the
reality, we discovered that the nature of BHS
needed to change.  In order to receive money for
the project, we needed a different legal
structure.  Thus was born BHA, the Bayfield
Heritage Association, which enabled us to
purchase and then eventually sell the
Courthouse to the City for $1.00.  For a time we
kept both organizations, to ensure all was
functioning as hoped, and in 1981 we
discontinued BHS. And now, here we are, 50
years later. Happy 50th, BHA!

The Birth of Bayfield
Heritage Association

As we celebrate 50 years of
BHA’s history, my mind flips
back to 1973.  Mary and I 



The BHA 2024 season is almost here! You are
invited to join a fun-loving group of individuals
who enjoy sharing the rich history of the Bayfield
area through striking exhibits each summer.
Our Docent Orientation will be on Tuesday, June
4th from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Come join us
and see if you would like to share and guide our
visitors for 3 hours each week. Whether you were
born here, moved here, or are a summer resident,
BHA has a place for you!  We will wrap up the
session with refreshments, treats and
conversation.
With Spring here, the Wednesday Weeders are
back in action taking care of the entrance park to
our lovely community of Bayfield.  Please join us
as we gather in friendship and work taking care of
BHA’s special Fountain Garden Park.  We meet in
the park every Wednesday (weather permitting)
from 8:30-9:30AM.  Your help is needed and
greatly appreciated.  Garden gloves, an hour of
your time and smiles are helpful.  Join us!
Please contact us with any questions at
bhaoffices@gmail.com or call 715-779-5958.  We
look forward to seeing you then!

We invite you to join us as we celebrate all
things BHA during this special anniversary year
of 2024 and also to celebrate our incredible
group of volunteers and supporters, past and
present who make our mission possible! 

Bayfield Heritage Association Docents 
& Wednesday Weeders Invitation Sad news to report on the

passing of David Moody, a
long-time supporter and
volunteer at BHA. David
grew up outside Bayfield at
the former Pureair
Tuberculosis Sanatorium
where his father served

as chief of the medical staff. He was a 1954
graduate of Bayfield High School and went on
to attend the University of Wisconsin-Madison
for both undergraduate studies and medical
school.

Dr. David Moody Passes On

He was a passionate
genealogist and, as a
volunteer, performed
genealogical research
for BHA for many
years. BHA is
appreciative of the 
and its mission, by both David and his wife
Yvonne. Full obituary may be viewed at:  
www.bratleyfamilyfuneralhomes.com/obituary

NOW HIRING: Administrative Director
The Bayfield Heritage Association is seeking an
Administrative Director, to plan, coordinate, and
administrate the work of the organization in
collaboration with its volunteer Board of
Directors. BHA is focused on collecting,
preserving, and sharing our area’s history
through a free museum, robust archives, and
educational programming in addition to restoring
and maintaining the Association’s historic sites
and properties.
This part-time position averages 20 hours per
week, working with a part-time office staff
member and volunteers. Starting salary range is
$35,000-$45,000, dependent upon qualifications
and experience.
  The May  31st deadline is fast approaching!
https://www.bayfieldheritage.org/join-the-bha-
team/ 

years of support to BHA
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UP NEXT!

Yours in

Gratitude -

Thank You!

History Quiz Answer
Catholic, Episcopal, Lutheran and Presbyterian churches had bells
mounted in their steeples.  They rang to announce Sunday
worship services and mid-week gatherings.
School bells announced the start of daily classes.
The hammer on the anvil by blacksmiths.
The jingling of harness bells on teams of horses, whether for
wagons or sleds.
The train whistle announcing the approach of a train from Salmo,
accompanied by the clicking of train wheels on the railroad tracks.
The blast of the fog horn when bad weather, fog and mist covered
the Lake.
The fire whistle announcing a fire in progress and a notice that
volunteer firemen were needed.  It was used when fisherman were
lost on the Lake, as well.
The blowing of the Cannery whistle.
Roller skates on the hardwood floor of the Pavilion.
The chug of a steamship working.

Top photo: Steamer leaving Vaughn Dock, Bayfield. 

Below: Jubilant roller skaters. Help us ID these
youngsters!  bhatreas@gmail.com

May 31st  10:30 to 1:00 at Pavilion. Personalized Brick Sale and BHA Information table during
WPR’s Garden Talk with Larry Meiller. An opportunity to purchase tickets for the June 29 Fundraiser!
June 4th 10:00 - 12 noon at BHA Volunteer and docent information and orientation. Refreshments
served. Come learn about BHA! 
June 18th to September 21st at BHA Museum open for season 1 - 4 PM Tuesday thru Saturday.
June 29th  6 - 8 PM Van Sant home. BHA’s fundraising fun night. Food, raffles and good times.
July 10th  7 - 8 PM at BHA. History of Dalrymple with Mary Carlson. Unique stories and
refreshments served. 
September 18th 6 - 8 PM at BHA Open House for the Community! BHA hosts tours, information,
fellowship and refreshments at YOUR museum. 

mailto:bhatreas@gmail.com


Bayfield Heritage Association 
30 N. Broad St, PO Box 137, Bayfield, WI 54814 
(715) 779-5958 | info@bayfieldheritage.org
www.bayfieldheritage.org

Grateful for your support

ANNUAL APPEAL
BHA’s Annual Appeal was launched in November, and we count ourselves lucky and 
honored to have your support!  If you still plan to give, donations can be mailed to: 

Bayfield Heritage Association, PO Box 137, Bayfield, WI 54814
Giving online is easy by clicking the QR code below or by visiting

bayfieldheritage.org 

GRANTS  
Apostle Islands Historical Preservation Conservancy 
 -John Matthew Black Lecture Series
Town of Bayfield
 -Exhibit Development  

IN KIND DONATIONS of SERVICES
John Hauser
  - Moving & setting up tables 
Gary Hyde
 -Attention to painting details
Jeff Radosevich 
  -Lighting improvements & maintenance

RESPONSES TO APPEAL

IN MEMORY OF DR. DAVID MOODY
ALLOCATED FUND DONATIONS

Clifford Hadland
 - In memory of Harvey Hadland
Ross Huelster    
Cynthia Taylor
Bill & Marilyn Van Sant 

Lois Albrecht
Ralph & Pat Bednarz                      
Lois Boyer
Kris & Gary Connell                          
John M & Susan Gerzina
Mary Haddad
Solveig Hadland                              
Patrick & Mary Lou Irvine
Sharon and John Johnson                       
John & Margaret Klungness
Karen Lamb                       
Jennifer Lane & Mark Landolt               
Virginia "Ginger" Lane                   
Stefan D Laxdal
Bob & Diana Lind 
Betty N Moody               
Edward 'Ned' & Katherine Moody 
Tom & JJ Clark Moody
Dianne and Paul Nussbaum                      
Heidi M Nelson & Jim Webster
Tom & Janet Payne

For Bayfield Model Railroad
Larry Reiten 
   - In Memory of David Moody
   - In Memory of Austin French
For Fountain Garden Park
Marilyn & Bill Van Sant
   

Thank You!

In memory of Dr. David Moody cont’d 
James and Jacqulin Sebastian
Harvey and Janet Sternat
Joy Westlund & Joan Butterfield                        
Sandra Schnell                  
Ashley Valentine                             
Bill & Marilyn Van Sant
Teresa Williams
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